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The Lancashire Environmental Fund (LEF or the Fund) was established in 1998 as a not-for-profit 
organisation to support community and environmental projects within Lancashire with grants 
generated by the Landfill Communities Fund.  Funds are provided by SUEZ Recycling and Recovery 
UK Ltd.  

The Fund is an equal partnership between SUEZ Recycling and Recovery UK Ltd, Lancashire 
County Council, Lancashire Wildlife Trust and Community Futures.  Representatives from each 
organisation serve on the Fund’s Board and Application Assessment Group to ensure that the best 
projects throughout the county, which provide environmental, community and social benefits, are 
supported.

Landfill Communities Fund (LCF)
Tax on landfilling waste was introduced to allow for a small percentage of the tax to be donated 
to not-for-profit organisations who achieve environmental and/or social objectives.  The LCF is 
managed by HM Revenue and Customs and is regulated by ENTRUST. To find out more about the 
Landfill Communities Fund visit www.entrust.org.uk

Community and environmental groups can apply to LEF for awards up to £30,000 from three 
funding streams – 
   
    Green Grants (up to £1000)
   
    Small Grants (up to £15,000)
   
    Main Grants (up to £30,000)

Projects to date have included improvements to community facilities, general environmental 
improvements, creation and management of habitats, improvements to parks, gardens, open 
spaces, play areas, recreational facilities, ponds, canals, rivers and natural biodiversity.  

Lancashire Environmental Fund Board
CC Albert Atkinson – Councillor, Lancashire County Council
John Wilkinson – General Manager Energy and Landfill, SUEZ Recycling and Recovery UK Ltd 
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Frank McGinty – Community Futures
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The Landfill Communities Fund (LCF) is 20 years old this year and 
the landfill tax diverted to support environmental projects nationally 
has topped £1.5 billion over the two decades.  LEF has distributed its 
fair share of LCF funds, almost £22 million’s worth, making sure that 
a substantial proportion of landfill tax raised in the county is spent 
in the county!  We are indebted to long-term funding partner SUEZ 
Recycling and Recovery UK Ltd for their continuing support and also 
the backing of the Fund’s partner organisations; Lancashire County 
Council, Lancashire Wildlife Trust and Community Futures.  

In the next 12 months LEF will have supported its 1000th project 
and we will be reaching our own 20 year milestone, a cause for extra 
celebration!  It is very gratifying to know that many projects supported 
in the early years are still going strong.  The varied nature of the 
projects we have supported is staggering and no two are alike.  Access 
to local greenspaces, food growing, community buildings and exciting 
play are testimony to the diversity of what the Fund is able to support.  
Even more important are the people and communities who benefit 
from the projects.  

Big thanks again to the Fund staff, John, Anne and Jennifer, the 
Application Assessment Group and the Fund Board for all the support, 
commitment and hard work they have put in over the last year.

CC Albert Atkinson
Chair of the Fund Board
Lancashire County Council

Andy Rowett
Fund Manager
Lancashire Environmental Fund

I am delighted to take over the role of Chair of the Lancashire 
Environmental Fund’s Board again this year.  My previous time with 
the Fund was most enjoyable and got me out and about around the 
county talking to people and finding our more about the incredible 
diversity, enthusiasm and commitment in delivering projects that 
improve our community and environment.

My first role as Chair is to say farewell to Janice Hanson, who served 
the Fund so admirably and to wish her well in her new role as Deputy 
Leader for Lancaster City Council, sentiments echoed by my Board 
colleagues.

With the Landfill Communities Fund reaching its 20th anniversary this 
year and the Fund celebrating its 20th anniversary next year I am sure 
you will be seeing a whole host of achievements and successes over 
the next twelve months. On behalf of the Board thanks to Andy and 
his team for their continued hard work and commitment.



The British Legion 
building in Clitheroe 
was in much need of 
significant repair work 
to the roof and internal 
electrics.  The existing 
roof, constructed in 
the 1970s, leaked and 
was causing damage 
to internal decoration 
and the structure of the 
building.  

The Club has a vibrant 
community programme 
with regular, very 
popular childrens’ 
parties organised by an 
enthusiastic team of 
volunteers.  The aim of 
the renovated Club is to 
attract a wider audience 
and offer a range of 
community activities.

Rewiring and Reroofing the Legion, Clitheroe
Royal British Legion
www.britishlegion.org.uk

£23,800



The Croft Field Volunteers were formed 
to maintain, develop and improve the  
much used Croft Field - a wildlife rich 
and popular greenspace area behind 
the Church in the village of Croston. 

The site was originally grazed pasture 
and initial work to provide all access 
paths was supported by the Fund in 
2005.  Over the years, with the aid of 
grants to purchase tools and materials, 
the volunteers have developed and 
improved the site as a mini country 
park and nature reserve.

Croft Field, Croston, Green Grants (2016 & 2017)
Croft Field Volunteers

£2,000



This church based social action project 
is developing a large former car sales 
showroom into a vibrant community 
hub in a deprived area of Preston.  The 
community church will offer a range 
of outreach programmes covering 
all aspects of recovery from poverty, 
addiction, debt and homelessness.  

Services operating from the church will 
include a recycled furniture scheme, 
gardening services, debt advice, 
cleaning and decorating, house moves 
and food parcels.  The installation of 
a catering kitchen has been key to the 
overall facility development so that a 
community cafe and luncheon club for 
the elderly can be part of the mix of 
activities and services offered.

New kitchen 
Crossgate Community Church, Preston
www.longtoncommunitychurch.co.uk

£30,000

Photo: Steph Wright



Freckleton Memorial Park is dedicated 
to the 61 residents of the village, 38 
of them children, who lost their lives 
when a US bomber crashed into the 
schoolhouse in 1944.

The Friends of Freckleton Park 
together with partners from the 
parish, district and county councils, 
have agreed a masterplan to renovate 
the whole park to provide a modern, 
useable community space with 
play opportunities for all ages.  This 
phase of the renovation has seen the 
redevelopment of the large play area 
providing new, safe and challenging 
equipment for a range of ages and 
abilities.

Freckleton Memorial Park 
Friends of Freckleton Memorial Park

£30,000

Photo: Steph Wright



Forming part of an 
overall regeneration 
scheme for the Glasson 
Dock area, this project 
focused on enhancing 
a small site, known as 
‘Babagee’ a name taken 
from a houseboat that 
was moored there for 
many years.  The space, 
adjacent to the main 
village gateway, was 
overgrown and unsightly.  

The local community 
have been involved 
with the design and 
maintenance of a garden 
and seating area and 
local schools were 
involved in a competition 
to design interpretation 
boards.  The attractive 
seating area now 
provides an inviting 
entrance to the village 
for visitors and local 
community alike.

Photos: Canal & River Trust

Glasson Dock Regeneration £17,280
Thurnham Parish Council in partnership with Canal & River Trust
www.thurnham.org.uk  www.canalrivertrust.org.uk

£17,280



2017 is the 400th anniversary of the 
visit by King James 1st to Hoghton 
Tower where he famously ‘knighted’ 
a loin of beef to become Sirlion.  As 
part of the celebrations of this event 
a commemorative tree was planted 
in the Wilderness Garden and a time 
capsule buried.  Local children from 
Roebuck Primary School in Preston 
helped decide what to put in the time 
capsule and to plant the tree.

Elena Faraoni, Trustee of the Hoghton 
Tower Preservation Trust, said, “ We 
were looking at different ways to mark 
the anniversary of King James 1st visit 
and planting a tree felt right.  Hopefully 
all the children involved in the event 
will remember the day and come back 
and help dig up the time capsule 50 
years from now.”

Planting the King’s Tree £762
Hoghton Tower Preservation Trust
www.hoghtontower.co.uk

£762



The Pollinator Project is the 
establishment of a wildlife meadow 
and community orchard to encourage 
bees and other pollinators and form a 
stepping stone to other wildlife sites in 
the area.  

The site, which is within the grassland 
ecological network for the South 
Pennines, will form a vital habitat 
for pollinators and be set up as a 
demonstrator project.  

The establishment of the meadow also 
commemorates the 25th anniversary 
of the Environment Times online 
publication. 

Photos: Environment Times

The Pollinator Project
Adlington
www.environmenttimes.co.uk

£7,900



Reviving the Mount is the renovation of 
the Grade II listed garden on Fleetwood 
Mount. This historic garden is in a 
conservation area and is one of the 
town’s well known landmarks.  

The neglected flower beds are being 
redeveloped with coastal plants and 
those that give all year round interest.  
A team of volunteer gardeners has 
been established to ensure the site 
is maintained and they are currently 
remodelling the old rockery.

Photos: Wyre Borough Council

Reviving the Mount, Fleetwood £20,000
Wyre Borough Council
www.wyre.gov.uk/themount

£17,800



The Grade ll listed St 
Mary’s Church dates 
back to the 15th century.  
The overall aim of the 
project was to reorder 
the Church to make 
it more useable as a 
community facility.  

The alterations included 
removing the pews in the 
North Aisle, creating a 
glass walled community 
room, a chancel platform 
for performances, 
constructing a new 
storage cupboard and 
display and exhibition 
space.   Improvements to 
the heating to increase 
energy efficiency and 
cost-effectiveness 
completed the project.

St Mary’s the Virgin Church, Goosnargh
St Mary the Virgin Parochial Church Council
www.fellside.btck.co.uk/SaintMaryGoosnargh

£30,000



Stubby Lee is a large public park in 
Bacup with various facilities including 
a bowling green, tennis courts, ball 
courts and skate and BMX facilities.  A 
master improvement plan for the Park 
identified a need for a challenging 
pump track for children and adults.

The Pump track consists of a launch 
ramp and series of rollers and berms 
to cater for varying abilities from 
beginner to advanced.  It is already 
proving hugely popular and helps riders 
develop the necessary skills to use 
the nearby but more challenging Lee 
Quarry mountain bikes trails funded by 
LEF in 2007. 

Photos: Newground

Stubby Lee Pump Track £26,252
Newground Together
www.newground.co.uk

£26,252



The Woodnook area 
of Accrington is a well-
used greenspace but 
much in need of habitat 
enhancement to allow 
the wider community to 
enjoy it with ease and 
safety.  

Work included widening 
entrances to improve 
access for all users with 
the construction of a 
new link path. Further 
improvements to open 
up areas and make them 
safer and the installation 
of bird boxes and 
interpretation boards 
completed the project.  
The eventual aim is to 
make the area part of a 
Local Nature Reserve, 
creating the largest 
local nature reserve in 
Lancashire.

Take A Look at the Nook, Accrington 
Hyndburn Green Spaces Forum
www.hyndburngreenspaces.co.uk

£24,800



Bodies in Motion is a community-
focused charity providing a range of 
services including health and fitness 
facilities, accredited training, functional 
information and advice and guidance.  

The charity has developed a 
community greenhouse and gardening 
project with polytunnels, raised 
beds, composting area, workshop 
and attractive sheltered seating area.  
Members of the local community have 
sections of the raised beds allocated 
to them to develop as mini allotments.  
The project’s long term aim is to 
provide sustainable food for local 
charities, food banks and the soon to 
be opened community cafe.  

Greenhouse project, Brierfield
Bodies in Motion
www.bodiesinmotion.co.uk

£28,735



This Dirtworks project 
involved 16-25 year olds 
carrying out habitat 
management work on 
the areas alongside the 
River Lune in Lancaster 
and the River Wyre north 
of Scorton.

The River Lune section 
improved public 
footpaths and enhanced 
views of the river.  The 
work involved removing 
Himalyan Balsam, litter 
picking, installation of 
bird and bat boxes and 
renewal of signage and 
interpretation.

Participants gained 
valuable experience in 
planning, procurement, 
marketing, publicity, 
social media, budgeting, 
communications as well 
as practical conservation 
skills.

Photos: Dirtworks

The Ways Forward River Lune and Wyre Lune 
Lune Rivers Trust
www.luneriverstrust.org.uk

£20,000



Whittle Spinney Access
The Woodland Trust
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

Whittle Spinney is an area of mature 
woodland bound by the M61 near 
Whittle le Woods.  The site is also 
bordered on one side by a large 
housing estate and is considered a 
green oasis for local residents and 
wildlife.  

Due to its popularity, sections of the 
path have become wet and muddy 
and all the access pathways needed 
improving. 

Work to date has included installation 
of kissing gates, replacing some fencing 
and resetting steps. The woodland 
is less than 1 mile from Clayton Hall 
landfill site.

£10,000



Funding for projects June 2015 to June 2016

Habitat Creation and 
Management - £69,426

The Fund has approved £1.2 million of grants to support 74 projects• 

16 Green Grants of up to a £1,000 have been awarded for small scale • 
environmental schemes

58 projects supported under the Main and Small Grant programmes - • 
an increase of 18% over previous 12 months

12 Urban Community Buildings supported • 

17 projects supported in the most deprived communities of Lancashire• 

15 Community Facility projects improving energy efficiency• 

£1.84 million total value of other funds raised by projects supported • 

Community Facility 
Improvements Rural - 
£196,448

Community Facility 
Improvements 
Urban - £222,224

Parks, Gardens and Open 
Spaces - £115,760

Play Areas and Recreational 
Facilities - £340,609

General Environmental 
Improvements - £266,063

Green Grants - £13,447



2016 2015
           £ £

INCOMING RESOURCES
Landfill tax credits .....................................................................  1,238,741  784,343 
Interest received ........................................................................  17,114  22,398
Total incoming resources ...........................................................  £1,255,855   806,741

RESOURCES EXPENDED
Grants (paid and payable) .........................................................  1,055,487  909,100 
Grants cancelled ........................................................................ (96,798)  (55,313) 
Entrust levy ................................................................................  35,517  17,959 
Management and Administration .............................................  86,124  97,937 
Total resources expended ..........................................................  1,080,330  969,683 
Net  incoming  / (outgoing ) resources ......................................  175,525 (162,942)

Surplus at 31 December 2016  1,681,808  1,506,283 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2016
Current Assets
Debtors  .....................................................................................  8,525 7,267
Short Term investments ............................................................ - -
Cash on deposit at bank ............................................................  2,867,409 2,726,166

 2,875,934 2,733,433
Creditors: amounts falling due within one year ........................ (1,194,126) (1,227,150)
Net assets (including £150,000 reserve) ...................................  1,681,808 1,506,283

The above summary of financial activities and balance sheet has been extracted from the audited 
financial statements of the company for the year ended 31 December 2016.

Further information
A copy of the full audited accounts can be obtained from : The Company Secretary, Lancashire 
Environmental Fund Ltd., PO Box 78, County Hall, Preston PR1 8XJ

Financial activities for the year ended 
31 December 2016




