LANCASHIRE ENVRIONMENTAL FUND

Annual Report 2021

The Fund was established in 1998 as a not-for-profit organisation to support community and
environmental projects within Lancashire with grants generated by the Landfill Communities Fund.
Funds are provided by SUEZ Recycling and Recovery UK Ltd.
The Fund is an equal partnership between SUEZ Recycling and Recovery UK Ltd, Lancashire
County Council, Lancashire Wildlife Trust and Community Futures. Representatives from each
organisation serve on the Fund’s Board and Application Assessment Group to ensure that the best
projects throughout the county, which provide environmental, community and social benefits, are
supported.

Landfill Communities Fund (LCF)

Tax on landfilling waste was introduced to allow for a small percentage of the tax to be donated
to not-for-profit organisations who achieve environmental and/or social objectives. The LCF is
managed by HM Revenue and Customs and is regulated by ENTRUST. To find out more about the
Landfill Communities Fund visit www.entrust.org.uk

Community and environmental groups can apply to Lancashire Environmental Fund for awards up
to £30,000 from three funding streams –
		
				
Green Grants (up to £1000)
		
				
Small Grants (up to £15,000)
		
				
Main Grants (up to £30,000)
Projects to date have included improvements to community facilities, general environmental
improvements, creation and management of habitats, improvements to parks, gardens, open
spaces, play areas, recreational facilities, ponds, canals, rivers and natural biodiversity.
Lancashire Environmental Fund Board
CC Shaun Turner – Cabinet Member for Environment and Climate Change, Lancashire County
Council
Andrew Hughes – Regional Director Energy North, SUEZ Recycling and Recovery UK Ltd
John Drury – Lancashire Wildlife Trust
Frank McGinty – Community Futures
Lancashire Environmental Fund
The Barn, Berkeley Drive
Bamber Bridge
Preston
PR5 6BY
Telephone: 01772 317247
general@lancsenvfund.org.uk
www.lancsenvfund.org.uk
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CC Shaun Turner

Chair of the Fund Board
Lancashire County Council

I was delighted to take over the role of Chair of the Lancashire Environmental Fund’s Board in June
2021 and I must thank the previous chair, Albert Atkinson, for leading the Fund. He enjoyed it
so much he did two stints! I must also thank the current LEF Board members and Fund staff for
making me so welcome.
I had the pleasure of attending the official opening of the Grimsargh Wetlands featured in the
report and was thoroughly impressed by the work the volunteers are doing to manage this gem of
a nature reserve.
The workings of the Fund are completely new to me and I am looking forward to getting out
to some more of the projects, talking to groups and finding out about the incredible diversity,
enthusiasm and commitment in delivering projects that improve the county’s community and
environment.

Andy Rowett
Fund Manager

Lancashire Environmental Fund

In May 2021 I reached a personal milestone – 20 years employment at the Fund. It was the year
of another national crisis - foot and mouth disease. I didn’t initially have the role of fund manager,
but as waste projects appraisal officer, dealing with support for sustainable waste projects. Things
moved on in 2003 when the Fund could no longer support waste related schemes and I found
myself visiting village halls, play areas and nature reserves rather than discussing the relative
merits of home composting schemes. I was lucky enough to be appointed Fund manager in 2004.
As I write, we are approaching funding round 94, I started at round 12! If you asked me which of
the projects I am most proud of, I’d be hard pressed to give an answer. No two projects are the
same and each have their own individual merits. I’m pleased to say that as I travel around the
county, projects we supported 20 years ago are still making a difference.
Looking at the projects featured in the report they have all brought huge benefit to local
communities and the environment all in different ways. This is the beauty of the Landfill
Communities Fund; being able to support such a wide variety of initiatives from so many diverse
groups. The projects chosen in this year’s report feature an eclectic mix of schemes to showcase
this. This is only just a snap shot of the schemes that LEF has helped over the last 12 months and
as ever, there is no let-up in the demand for funding.
The past two years have been challenging for everyone; conducting business from home, carrying
out appraisal and board meetings via Zoom and Teams has been a challenge of IT skills and internet
connections. I’m proud to say that the Fund has kept working, kept paying grants and kept inviting
applications. I couldn’t do my job on my own and I have to give a big thanks to the Fund staff team
Jennifer, John, the Application Appraisal Panel and the support of the Fund Board members.

Babes in the Wood – Park View 4U Lytham - £15,000
Park View 4U www.parkview4u.org.uk

Park View 4U is a charity that runs a community park – QEII Park View Playing Fields in Lytham,
owned by Fylde Borough Council. The facilities include a community Eco Pod, café, kitchen
garden, play areas, skate ramps, bmx track, trim trail and tai chi equipment, Forest School outdoor
classroom and woodland walk. LEF awarded Park View 4U a Small Grant of £15,000 to provide a
new interactive sculpture trail, woodland access improvements and planting.
The woodland area is extremely well used by visitors to the park, school groups, dog walkers,
families and the Forest Tots group. The pathway was in serious need of repair as the path had
crumbled away causing trip hazards. 252 metres of new woodland path has been created and
access to the woodlands has been improved for prams and wheelchairs.
The project also replaced the original sculptures and interpretation boards which were 10 years
old. New waymarkers and interpretation boards were installed, along with 3 recycled metal animal
sculptures and a limestone community art sculpture. A new mud kitchen and café was built for the
children, in addition to a wishing well.
25 native trees have been planted to provide some screening/landscaping and understory
planting to encourage wildlife and biodiversity. A projector and screen were also fitted to the Eco
Pod community building to allow presentations to take place and for the Forest Tots to use. It is
estimated that 10,000 people will visit the project each year, including over 50 school groups.
Photos provided by Park View 4U.

Refurbishment of St James Church Hall, Wrightington - £30,000
St James the Great, Wrightington with Heskin

The parish hall in Wrightington is run by St James the Great PCC who committed to refurbish the
hall to make it fit for purpose and more welcoming for the local community. LEF awarded a Main
Grant to refurbish the hall’s kitchen, toilet and main entrance areas.
The cold and inefficient kitchen has been stripped out, ceilings lowered and a servery in to the
meeting room created. Electrics have been replaced, re-plastered and fully decorated with new
kitchen units and fittings installed. Radiators have been upgraded and a new energy efficient door
added.
The refurbished kitchen can cater for large parties with better cooking and warming facilities
available. The project also included new toilets, washbasins and décor in the men’s and ladies’
toilets, in addition to new doors and radiators in the entrance area. The hall is now a fantastic
facility that the local community will benefit from for years to come.

Rejuvenation of Lodge Bank Play Area, Brinscall - £30,000
Withnell Parish Council www.withnellparishcouncil.co.uk

Lodge Bank Park in Brinscall has been in public ownership since being bequeathed to the
community in 1910, it is owned and managed by Chorley Council. The open space at Lodge Bank is
a delightful place to visit and is a social hub of the community.
LEF awarded a Main Grant of £30,000 to Withnell Parish Council to rejuvenate the toddler play
area. The previous toddler play area had been on the site for over 30 years and was much loved by
the local community, however some of the old equipment had been removed, whilst others were
dated and needed replacing.
The new equipment includes: swings, play panels, springers, balance beam, toddler multi-unit and
slide. Inclusive equipment has been added so that children of all abilities will benefit. The new play
equipment installed is wooden to compliment the natural setting and is sustainably sourced. New
safety surfacing made from recycled rubber product and self-close gate have also been installed.

Wooden Kissing Gate Installation on
the Lancashire Way, Wilpshire - £1,000
Wilpshire Parish Council
www.wilpshireparishcouncil.org.uk

The Lancashire Way is a long distance walk, 294 miles long,
divided into three sections or loops and which explores
Lancashire’s past, its landscape and scenery and many of its
great people, plus much more.
LEF awarded Wilpshire Parish Council with a Green Grant
of £1,000 to install three wooden kissing gates on the
Lancashire Way over Wilpshire Moor to Snodworth,
replacing stiles. The new gates will improve access and
ease of walking for those less able, they will also assist dog
walkers and families.
Photographs provided by Wilpshire Parish Council.

Malt Kiln Fold Noticeboard – Moss
Side, Leyland - £780
Malt Kiln Fold Conservation Trust

Malt Kiln Fold is a three-acre public park in Leyland owned
by South Ribble Borough Council, with conservation work
undertaken by Malt Kiln Fold Conservation Trust. LEF
have previously given the Trust a Green Grant of £980 to
purchase equipment to aid maintenance works on the site
(see photo).
This year LEF provided a Green Grant to replace the
old noticeboard which dated back to the previous site
manager. The new noticeboard allows the Trust to
communicate their aims and objectives for the site,
provide fishing rules and health and safety information,
alongside details about events and conservation working
parties.

Safeguarding Winmarleigh Moss - £30,000

The Lancashire Wildlife Trust - www.lancswt.org.uk
‘God’s grace and Pilling Moss are endless’, or so went the saying about a large area of lowland
raised peatbog to the west of the village of Winmarleigh. However, these days the land is mostly
drained for agriculture, with just Winmarleigh Moss SSSI surviving. This precious fragment is
recognised as nationally important for the wildlife it supports and the carbon it stores, but it still
needs help.
Lancashire Wildlife Trust has been working to restore Winmarleigh Moss, but efforts had been
hampered by a large ditch dividing the area into three, draining away vital water. LEF awarded a
Main Grant of £30,000 to The Lancashire Wildlife Trust to block the ditch using peat dams and
plastic shuttering. The creation of peat bunds to form water terraces have also helped to raise
water levels within the drier areas. The works have enabled The Trust to keep the water on the
bog where it should be. The three areas are now functioning as one hydrological unit, allowing
peatland species to spread and flourish.
However, the ditches were also home to water voles. This charismatic species has seen a 94%
decline in numbers, so the works were carefully designed with water control pipes incorporated
within the ditch blocks so that water levels could be raised gradually and at a time that did not
affect the voles. The new ditch edges and pools have created improved habitat that should help
this rare vole to thrive.
Images provided by The Lancashire Wildlife Trust
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Ryelands Park Health and Fitness Project, Lancaster - £7,125 and
£4,570
Friends of Ryelands Park

Ryelands Park was given to the residents of Lancaster by Lord Ashton, a local industrialist, whose
family home was Ryelands House. It has Green flag status and the facilities include football
pitches, all-weather multi use games area and a play area which LEF previously supported. The
Friends of Ryelands Park help to maintain, restore and improve the park for the benefit of the local
community.
LEF awarded a Small Grant to the Friends group in 2018 to install pieces of outdoor gym equipment
(suitable for ages 14+) to improve health and wellbeing in the local community. Items include: a
balance beam, overhead ladder and combination unit with bench for leg lifts/sit ups and a push up
bar.
Following this project, older children and adults wanted more opportunities to climb which
weren’t previously available in the park. In 2020, LEF awarded a Small Grant to install a BLOQX
climbing cube which consists of three connected geometric multisided cubes with artificial
climbing holds. Safety surfacing was also included and installation was done in kind by Lancaster
City Council.

©Grimsargh WT

Grimsargh Wetlands Access Improvements Phase 1 - £30,000
Grimsargh Wetlands Viewing Screens - £20,000
Opening up the Fen – Grimsargh Wetlands - £10,980
Grimsargh Wetlands Trust - www.grimsarghwetlands.org

Grimsargh Wetlands is one of Lancashire’s newest nature reserves and is a Biological Heritage Site.
Made up of three decommissioned reservoirs, Grimsargh Wetlands consists of three main habitats
- The Mere, The Island Lake and The Fen, which provide a variety of wildlife habitats.
Firstly, in 2018 LEF awarded a Main Grant to Grimsargh Wetlands Trust to make the access to the
site suitable for all by widening and clearing paths, removing steps and introducing ramps so that
wheelchairs, pushchairs and the less able can all access the site. Grimsargh Wetlands Trust were
then successful in being awarded an additional £20,000 from the LEF 20th Anniversary grants to
install a hide, viewing screens and access ramp.
During 2020, LEF awarded Grimsargh Wetlands Trust a Small Grant to improve access to The Fen
area of the reserve. A former anglers access path was uncovered and regraded to allow wheelchair
access. The former disabled anglers’ platform is now a viewing platform with viewing screens
looking out on to a pond and scrapes. A further timber viewing screen has been installed on the
public footpath which overlooks the shallow central lagoon.

Funding for projects awarded April 2020 - March 2021
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These funding facts cover the period for two years 2020 and 2021
• The Fund has approved £2.256M of new grants to support 99 projects under the
Small and Main grant programmes in two years.
• 59 projects supported in urban locations and 40 projects in rural Lancashire
• 48 projects improving community facilities such as village halls and community
centres.
• 26 of the community facility projects had improving energy efficiency as the
primary objective
• 19 new or refurbished children’s play areas
• 22 projects improving access for all and enjoyment of Lancashire’s outdoor
spaces

Play Areas and Recreational Facilities - £642,815.00
Parks, Gardens and Open Spaces - £183,200.00
Habitat Creation and Management - £90,000.00
General Environmental Improvements - £378,270.00
Community Facility Improvements - £965,380.00
• The Fund has approved 17 new Green Grant projects, totalling £15,687

Financial activities for the year ended 31 December 2020
2020
£

2019
£

Landfill tax credits......................................................................

1,170,152

1,050,207

Interest received.........................................................................

13,574

26,493

Total incoming resources............................................................

1,183,726

1,076,700

Grants (paid and payable)..........................................................

1,099,243

1,296,383

Grants cancelled.........................................................................

(89,657)

(57,530)

Entrust levy.................................................................................

27,881

30,806

Management and Administration..............................................

70,920

72,837

Total resources expended...........................................................

1,108,387

1,342,496

Net incoming / (outgoing ) resources.......................................

(75,339)

(265,796)

1,118,100

1,042,761

Debtors ......................................................................................

7,546

20,355

Short Term investments.............................................................

-

-

Cash on deposit at bank.............................................................

2,698,234

2,586,364

2,705,780

2,606,719

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year.........................

(1,587,680)

(1,563,958)

Net assets (including £150,000 reserve)....................................

1,118,100

1,042,761

INCOMING RESOURCES

RESOURCES EXPENDED

Surplus at 31 December 2020

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2020
Current Assets

The above summary of financial activities and balance sheet has been extracted from the audited
financial statements of the company for the year ended 31 December 2020.
Further information
A copy of the full audited accounts can be obtained from : The Company Secretary, Lancashire
Environmental Fund Ltd., PO Box 78, County Hall, Preston PR1 8XJ

